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WHO ARE WE?

• Pessi Parviainen & Mikael Eriksson.

•Doctoral students at the Theatre Academy Helsinki.

• Sound design as research areas.



INTERNATIONAL SUMMER 
ACADEMY FOR ARTIST-

RESEARCHERS

• August 22 - 31, 2011.
• Helsinki & Seili, Finland. 

(Helsinki 3 days, Seili 7 days.)



PURPOSE

• For “graduate students in 
academic institutions who are 
pursuing practice-based 
research”.

• Aimed “to clarify, discuss and 
develop emerging themes and 
issues arising out of the 
individual projects of the 
participants within the 
developing discourses of art 
practice and research”.

• “Artist-researchers from all 
fields collaborate, present their 
ongoing artistic work and 
research and receive feedback 
from experienced tutors and 
peers”.

• “Aims to reflect the 
international diversity and scope 
of artistic research and to 
provide a stimulating intellectual 
environment”.



PARTICIPATING INSTITUTIONS

• Aalto University School of Art and Design, Finland.

• Faculty of Fine Arts, University of Regina, Canada.

• Faculty of the Arts, Tel Aviv University, Israel.

• Finnish Academy of Fine Arts, Finland.

• Graduate School of Creative Arts and Media, Ireland.

• Simon Fraser University, Canada.

• Theatre Academy Helsinki, Finland.

• University of Massey, New Zealand.



PARTICIPANTS

• 4 professors:

• Annette Arlander, Theatre Academy Helsinki, Finland.

•Dorita Hannah, University of Massey, New Zealand.

• Kathleen Irwin, University of Regina, Canada.

•Mick Wilson, Graduate School of Creative Arts and Media, 
Ireland.



PARTICIPANTS

• 16 students (PhD & MA):

• Finland: 9 (6 
international).

• Canada: 4.

• Ireland, Belgium, Israel: 3.



SOUTHERN FINLAND



THE ISLAND OF SEILI

• The Archipelago 
Research Institute, 
University of Turku.

• Since 1964.

• Former leper 
colony (1619 - 
1785) and mental 
asylum (until 1962).



PRECONCEPTIONS

• Upcoming events help to structure and pace own research.

• Presenting own research to others makes it clearer also to 
oneself.

•No precedents, really; hard to grasp the concept beforehand.

• How much theory, how much practice, what will we really do 
out there?

• Each participant submitted a paper on their own research.



STRUCTURE OF THE WEEK

• Days 1 & 2 - Helsinki:

• Student-led visits to the participating universities.

• Presentations by professors.

• “Best practice” presentations & presentations by other 
involved people.

• Excursion and dinner.



STRUCTURE OF THE WEEK

• Days 3 - 9 (Includes 2 travel days & 1 “resting” day) - Seili:

• 4 working groups of 4 students + 1 professor each.

•Mornings:

• Presentations.

• Responses.

•Discussions.



STRUCTURE OF THE WEEK

• Days 3 - 9 (Includes 2 travel days & 1 “resting” day) - Seili:

• Afternoons:

• Presentations discussed in smaller groups.

• Practical assignments and individual tutorials.

• Evenings:

•Open forum / question of the day / panel discussion.



STRUCTURE OF THE WEEK

• Day 10 - Helsinki:

• Final presentations by participants.

• Guest lecture from Journal of Artistic Research (Michael 
Schwab via Skype).

• Reflections and feedback.



REFLECTION

• The structure was very good.

• Compared to a more traditional 
(lecture-based) summer school, 
the SAAR was successful in 
employing an AR-specific 
structure.

• The schedule was a bit too tight.

• Time for unstructured 
discussions insufficient.

• Evening program (open forum) 
suffered from a lack of focus.

• Even students at PhD level 
should not be expected to be 
completely self-organised.

• Language: always an issue. (English 
as 1st vs. English as 2nd or 3rd 
language.)

• Good and clear flow of 
information beforehand is crucial.



THINGS LEARNED

• Being a respondent to a colleague’s presentation is a very valuable lesson.

• Listening ! Reflecting ! Expressing.

• How we present our work and how it presents itself: two different things.

• Diverse crowd.

• Seeing how others are confused, too, alleviated own anxiety.

• Huge amount of feedback.

• Given by people from diverse backgrounds.

• Still processing the experience!



THANK YOU!


